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This anecdote, evidently related to console the Marquise, filled her with gratitude. They spoke of nothing else at Versailles for two days; after which, Madame la Comtesse d'AubignS became, in her turn, a woman of experience, who judged the new debutantes severely, perhaps, every time that the occasion arose.
The Comte d'Aubign6 passed from an inferior government to a government of some importance. He made himself beloved by endorsing a thousand petitions destined for his sister, the Monarch's friend; but his immoderate expenditure caused him to contract debts that this sister would only pay five or six times.
The Due de Vivonne, my brother, laughed at him in society; he unceasingly outraged by his clumsiness his sister's sense of discretion. One day, in a gaming-house, seeing the table covered with gold, the MarSchale exclaimed at the door: " I will wager that d'Aubign6 is here, and makes all this display ; it is a magnificence worthy of him." "Yes, truly," said the brother of the favourite, " I have received my silver staff9 you see!" That was an uncouth impertinence, for assuredlyifficulty."an effort not to weep. With that wit, of
